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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Largest Serving Food Pantry In Iowa Experiences Record Breaking November Numbers 

December 3, 2019: Bidwell Riverside Center’s food pantry experienced a 13% increase in the number of individuals 

served in November, totaling 5,891 people. Throughout the month, Bidwell also provided either a Thanksgiving 

turkey or ham to 1,707 households, a 60% increase from last year.  

Since 1893, Bidwell Riverside Center has existed to help struggling families meet their basic needs so they can 

become self-sufficient and ultimately, break the cycle of poverty. Bidwell’s choice pantry system allows families to 

shop the shelves of the pantry, which helps to maintain dignity and ensure higher satisfaction with the food families 

receive. The pantry is a one-stop-shop for essential needs: diapers, baby food, clothing, toiletries, and household 

goods. All of this, as well as food, is available for free to anyone who walks through the doors. Last year, Bidwell 

distributed approximately 133,000 clothing items, 40,000 diapers, 4,000 units of baby formula or food, and 33,000 

toiletry items. Access to food, toiletries, diapers, baby food, formula, clothing, and household items is vital to those 

living in poverty, and the need is not subsiding. 

Bidwell is one of fourteen pantries that operate under the Des Moines Area Religious Council (DMARC) umbrella 

and provides a food supply meant to sustain families for a three-day period. Clients can receive this three-day 

supply once per calendar month. Emergency food is purchased by Bidwell or provided through the generous 

donations of area residents and can be accessed by families every ten days. 

“We are grateful that those who need assistance know they can come to Bidwell to utilize our services,” said 

Executive Director Tim Shanahan. “However, the fact that so many more people in Iowa are experiencing food 

insecurity is concerning.” 

About Bidwell Riverside Center: Bidwell Riverside Center is committed to a vision of a future where no one lives in 

poverty and every person has the opportunity for a positive future. Established in 1893 by a group of Methodist 

women dedicated to helping disadvantaged families, Bidwell has evolved into a secular organization seeking to build 

hope for a better future by providing support through two primary programs, a food and clothing pantry and child 

development center. The Bidwell food pantry is the largest serving food pantry in the state of Iowa and is a member 

of the Des Moines Area Religious Council (DMARC) food pantry network. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

### 


